
1 



It is extremely important, from the beginning, to try to assess whether 
the research you intend to conduct is: 
1.  Viable – You can indeed find and use the sources and data. 
2.  “Worth it” – The research will generate interest in others. 
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Poly-contextual vs. anthropocentric view of the world…. 



Deduction: Build a hypothesis and set out to prove it. Causal 
relationships are established. 
Induction: Data collection follows theory 
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Primary data: Is unique to You. Examples: The results of interviews with 
subjects; the transcription of an ancient text. What are some examples 
of primary sources? 
Secondary data involves using information that others have gathered 
through primary data. 
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When you use secondary data, your sources will most likely consist of 
literature. There are many possible ways to interpret the data that we 
get through literature. 
1.  Detective following leads through trails. Some of the clues might not 

lead anywhere. Others might be old and therefore of no use. Still the 
literature can help you to understand where others have been. 

2.  Foundation – Your work as building on the work of others. Will it be 
valued if it does not? 

3.  Framework – You are expected to show what has been done by 
others and why yours is different. This can then help you to form a 
theoretical justification for your own project. 

4.  Reflection – The literature can allow us to compare our ideas with 
the ideas of others. 

5.  Telescope – The literature might allow you to focus on a problem, or 
a set of questions. The object of research can be “magnified” so you 
can look at it closely. 

6.  Arrow – Literary sources can be used as guides that take other 
along a path, indicating where to find fuller explanations. 

7.  Demonstration –Rather than generate new data, you might wish to  
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Focus groups: 8-10 stakeholders who are invited to test and talk about 
a particular product, advertisement, problem…. The set up provides 
good social stimulation. See Krippendorff p. 225. 
Protocol analysis: Talk out loud while doing. Newell and Simon (1972) 
Observation: Can include Post Occupancy Evaluation (architects and 
interior design) and Evidence Based Design (EBD) That things actually 
work. 
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Likert scale measures attitude. 
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Need to record and transcribe. It is important to codify each line 
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Need to record and transcribe. It is important to codify each line. 
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